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KIDS WHO GIVE WA 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.06 pm]: Earlier today I had 
the absolute pleasure to represent the Premier at the Kids Who Give WA gala award ceremony held in the 
ballroom at Government House. Kids Who Give WA was launched in February 2013 for the purpose of 
encouraging and celebrating acts of kindness and the development of giving projects by Western Australian 
children up to the age of 12 years. Kids Who Give WA was established by His Excellency the Governor 
Malcolm McCusker and Mrs McCusker. I understand that Mrs McCusker is really the one who has taken the 
lead role in its set-up and in what it seeks to achieve. Indeed, in an article that appeared in School Matters in its 
5 July to August 2013 edition, she states — 

Kids Who Give WA was born out of the realisation that if we engage young people in giving—by 
inspiring them through examples—then we are on track to grow a generation of more caring, selfless 
people. Some schools already have outstanding community service programs in place and we try to use 
these as inspirational models for children and schools.  

For over two hours, guests were constantly amazed at the variety of projects undertaken right across 
Western Australia by children as young as five years. During the morning ceremony, 50 awards were presented. 
I will just give a bit of a flavour of some of the projects recognised. Awards were presented in different 
categories, which included the highest participation rate and also for children coming from lower primary school. 
They were for students in the kindergarten to year 4 bracket. Also, individual awards were presented to children 
under 12 years of age, and participation awards were presented to schools engaged in giving projects for the first 
time.  
I will just refer to a few examples. Forrestfield Primary School, which is a school in my electorate, received an 
award for its sustainable garden and Manna Inc partnership. I am certainly aware of that project, having provided 
some support to Forrestfield in the original setting up of its community garden. The work involved not only the 
children, but the entire school community. Its partnership with Manna is outstanding. I also refer to the Warnbro 
Primary School seniors’ project. A range of other projects were carried out by young people supporting the 
community, including the Red Cross and other organisations, through fundraising, in activities such as 
sleepovers at the school, making and selling cupcakes, collecting donations and the like. 

There were projects that supported Guide Dogs WA, the Beehive Montessori School conducted a walkathon for 
medical research, and Glengarry Primary School held a fete for people affected by the Queensland floods. The 
children in the kindergarten to year 4 classes at Yerecoin Primary School, a school with fewer than 40 students, 
ran a project called “Helping Hands Knitting for the Needy”. I understand from what Mrs McCusker said today 
that children in kindergarten were knitting beanies and scarves for the homeless. They did so many that 
premature babies at King Edward Memorial Hospital were also given beanies. I am sure my son Harry wore one 
when he was in the special care nursery. Students from the Port Hedland School of the Air travelled to the 
ceremony today to be recognised for their Royal Flying Doctor Service care packages. It was wonderful that 
these young children thought it was important that other young children who have to travel with the flying 
doctors have care packages. The packages included handmade puppets, crayons, pencils and a variety of other 
things.  
There were also individual giving awards. Charlotte Pilgrim-Byrne, a little girl of only five years of age from 
John Wollaston Anglican School, thought it was important to save the numbat. With the help of her mother, she 
established a fundraising website that has so far raised $250. That may not seem a lot of money, but it is an 
awful lot for a five-year-old to fundraise for a cause that she believes in strongly. That is absolutely amazing. 
Another young seven-year-old boy, Vincent Pettinicchio, received an award for his project for the homeless. He 
and his friends made care packages for a number of homeless Western Australian people. Ben Healey and his 
friends from Wembley Primary School were awarded for their program called CHOOK, or Children Helping Out 
Other Kids. This was their first project and was run in collaboration with the Foster Care Association of WA. 
Ben and his friends asked students at their school to donate a variety of clothing, toys, books and anything else 
they no longer needed or wanted to use. They ended up with 2 500 articles of clothing, more than 300 stuffed 
toys, 1 400 books and hundreds of toys. With all this, they created emergency packs for children who are taken 
into foster care. A number of other groups also were celebrated at this event today.  

We tend to focus on the negatives when it comes to young people, which is unfortunate, because many young 
people are doing good things across the Western Australian community. Today was an opportunity to celebrate 
the good things that young people, as young as the age of five, do for others. I congratulate the McCusker family 
for establishing this initiative, but, more importantly, I want to thank all the students who took part in this project 
and see and understand the value of helping other people who are less fortunate. It may be through fundraising 
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that they have helped particular organisations or through just spending time with others. Time may not cost 
anything, but it gives a lot of enjoyment. It may be people in an aged-care facility who do not have many people 
visit. Young people spending time with them can have a positive impact. I congratulate all these young people. 
When I look at them I think that our state is in very good hands. I was pleased that a number of the schools were 
from the East Metropolitan Region, but, to be honest, I was just thrilled to see the projects from across the length 
and breadth of Western Australia. 
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